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Welcome to 
THE IWA EXPERIENCE



Inspired to Learn. Driven to Succeed.
Founded in 1935, Incarnate Word Academy is a Premier Independent Catholic School 
serving a diverse group of young learners from Preschool to 8th grade. The Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word built this school with a commitment to delivering a superior edu-
cation in an environment rooted in faith with the highest ethical values and conduct. 
Nationally recognized, IWA has grown to become a Model of Educational Excellence. 
We strive to inspire and support each student to achieve academic and personal suc-
cess through advanced classes, enriching clubs and team athletics. Our students learn 
to think for themselves, practice their faith, exercise responsibility and become leaders 
in a safe, dynamic environment. They commit themselves to their classes and develop 
a strong work ethic, which prepares them for the next stage of their academic life. With 
our strong community of families, faculty, staff and Sisters, we guide our students to 
engage the world with faith, compassion, courage and commitment. Our goal is for 
our students to become life-long learners, reach their fullest potential, be prepared for 
the future and be engaged members of our Catholic community and world. 

Sponsored ministry of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament

Called to Learn, Love and Serve



THE IWA EXPERIENCE



School of

2013 
BLUE 
RIBBON

EXCELLENCE

Welcome from Head of School
Thank you for your interest in Incarnate Word Academy. As a school 
community we are committed to offering students from preschool 
through grade eight the finest education. We are grateful for the 
foundation the Incarnate Word Sisters established over 83 years ago. 
Our experienced faculty is passionate about teaching students to 
grow and develop skills necessary to be successful in the 21st centu-
ry. Small class sizes and state-of-the-art equipment are essential to a 
quality learning environment.

Incarnate Word Academy is a 2013 National Blue Ribbon School of 
Excellence and we continue to meet the standards necessary to be 
considered a top quality institution. Our strong science and math 

programs begin in preschool and are proven through the many awards our students receive in 
local, state and national contests. For 10 consecutive years our school has been recognized by 
the Ohio Academy of Science as a recipient of the Thomas Edison Award for Excellence in STEM 
Education. Science fair projects designed and developed by our students regularly earn Superior 
Ratings at the Ohio State Fair competitions. This past year Incarnate Word Academy was recog-
nized with the Outstanding School Award at the Western Reserve District 5 Science Day at Akron 
University and received the prestigious Harold C. Shaw Outstanding School Award at the Ohio 
Academy of Science State Science Day. Our students participate in many math contests as well. 
This past year our 8th grade Math Honors class placed first nationally in the Catholic Math League 
– Algebra I division. This team also placed first in the State of Ohio. Over 90 percent of graduates 
attend Catholic and private high schools. This year’s graduating class was awarded over $735,000 
in academic, art and music scholarships to these fine schools.

Students at IWA have opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities throughout the 
year. Our strong technology program exposes students to programming, coding, and robotics 
from an early age. Our Robotics Clubs are popular amongst all grade levels. A recent grant will 
provide increased exposure to 3D printers and laser engravers. 

We are excited to continue growing our new school formation model of Preschool, Primary 
School and Preparatory School. The Preschool program focuses on school readiness and social-
ization. Our Primary School containing our Kindergarten through Grade 4, teaches the funda-
mentals, study habits and prepares students for our Preparatory School. The Preparatory School 
prepares the students for high school and beyond. IWA is finding many ways to partner with the 
area Catholic high schools to share resources and opportunities that provide a glimpse of what to 
expect in high school. Students also benefit from the presence of one of the Sisters of the Incar-
nate Word on a daily basis. She oversees our Campus Ministry program that was developed last 
year to secure the true ministry of an Incarnate Word experience – called to learn, love and serve. 
Incarnate Word Academy provides a well-rounded education for all students, from our youngest 4 
year-olds to our early teens in eighth grade. To learn more about our programs and classes, please 
call to set an appointment to visit the school. We are eager to share with you the Incarnate Word 
experience.

In the spirit of the Incarnate Word,

Mrs. Mary Whelan
Head of School



LIVING THE GOSPEL VALUES



Sr. Rosemarie Burke, SIW, is the spiritual leader and campus minister of our school 
and several Sisters help with Extended Day and Lunch. Many of the retired sisters 
keep a prayer ministry for the students and families of IWA. All of the Sisters inspire 
and enhance the peaceful, Christian environment of our school.

As campus minister, Sr. Rosemarie creates an environment which encourages and 
guides all its members to contribute to the Catholic identity of Incarnate Word 
Academy and the formation of a faith community which responds to the spiritual 
needs of the students, faculty, staff and parents. In collaboration with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, our principals, faculty and staff, our parents, students, and local 
priests, Sr. Rosemarie brings to life an environment rich in the school’s mission, 
spiritual development, prayer and sacramental experiences, and preparation of 
leaders for service in the Church and society.

Campus Ministry Vision
Forming a Faith Community by facilitating an atmosphere of Christian hospitality 
where all feel welcome, based on Catholic faith traditions and rituals 
as well as acknowledging and celebrating diversity within the school community. 

Spiritual Development with opportunities for our IWA community to deepen their 
relationship with Christ including a retreat program for students, faculty, parents, 
and staff.

Prayer and Sacramental experiences which offer a variety of prayer experiences 
including personal, communal, and seasonal.

Campus Ministry in Action
The Mission Statement which IWA students recite every day from memory reminds 
each one that they are committed to living the gospel values in word and deed. 
They are nurtured spiritually each day and throughout the school year by following 
these practices:
 
• Daily prayer at the beginning and end of the day
•  Religion lessons taught daily from Preschool through 8th grade
• Theology teacher for grades (6-8)
•  Faith-based environment with images and pictures in each classroom and 

throughout the building
• Monthly School Masses
• Class Masses 
• Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent and Lent
• Blessing of Throats in February
• Each grade is involved in a service project during Lent
• Eucharistic Adoration once a year
• Marian Devotions with the Crowning of the image of Mary
• Fr. James teaches the eighth grade students monthly
• Annual school Retreat Day

New Campus Ministry 
for all grades

Mission Statement
Incarnate Word Academy is the sponsored ministry of the Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word. As a community of learners filled with the Spirit of the Word-Made-Flesh, we 
are committed to living Gospel values and inspiring academic excellence.

With a foundation 
built on faith, 
Incarnate Word 
Academy strives to 
support, develop and 
guide our students to 
reach academic and 
personal excellence.

“I send my children to 
Incarnate Word Academy 
because there is a strong 
tradition in faith, community 
and academic excellence.  
IWA prepares my child for 
tomorrow’s world.” 
              - Current IWA parent



The Academic Experience 
PRESCHOOL



Our program prepares a student for Kindergarten. We provide an early childhood 
education program that bridges the gap between preschool and kindergarten.  This 
program is designed for students who may benefit from an academic program to 
prepare them for success in IWA’s Kindergarten.
 
We work on letter sounds and introduce sight words. Our large group time operates as a 
morning meeting which includes beginning reading skills, calendar math, simple math 
operations, and more advanced early learning.
 
Our program provides children with the necessary social and academic skills for increased 
success as they progress through their school years. We focus on literacy, math, 
self-regulation, and social activities. We include a large amount of whole group 
instruction, independent work stations and the children in the all day program participate 
in all specialized classes: Art, Computer, Music, and Physical Education.

IWA Preschool
Kindergarten Prep (five days, full day or half day) 

The Incarnate Word Academy kindergarten prep programs are professionally 
designed to develop skills and transition students from home to school in a 
faith-based, safe, nurturing environment.  We provide a consistent schedule and 
routine to lessen anxiety and prepare students for kindergarten. From the first day, 
the children will learn what to expect and enjoy many fun activities while learning:

•       self-help skills   
•       social skills    
•       language arts skills
•       math skills   
•       fine and gross motor skills

“Incarnate Word Academy 
provides my children with 
a strong foundation which 
leads to limitless possiblities 
and lifelong advantages.” 
              - Current IWA parent



THE

ACADEMIC 
EXPERIENCE

IWA Primary
Kindergarten - 4th grade

The Academic Experience 
PRIMARY



IWA Primary 
Kindergarten
Prepares students for a successful and smooth transition to 
first grade.

 Launches positive study habits
 Fosters growth in reading
 Reading readiness skills: 

    Grammar, usage, mechanics, blending, decoding, 
encoding, fluency, compound words, contractions, 
punctuation, spelling, automaticity with words, 
print awareness, phonemic awareness, rhyming, 
comprehension, story structure, parts of speech, 
and sentence writing. 

  Math readiness skills:                                                                        
   Establishing early algebraic concepts, solving 

word problems, addition and subtraction 
problems, creating sets, identifying shapes (2 and 
3 dimensional), formulating concepts of values and 
money, positional words, ordinal numbers, and 
pattern recognition.

Prepares students for the academic rigor of IWA Preparatory School.
 Strong study skills

 Time management
 Public speaking 
 Cursive
 Critical thinking
 Problem solving
 Independent thinking
 Reading comprehension
 Expressive writing
 Research skills
 Investigative skills
 Initiative
 Ability to meet deadlines
 Collaboration

Specials
(Kindergarten - 8th grade)

Art Computer

Music Phys Ed

Spanish

IWA Primary 
1st - 4th Grade

“I send my children to 
Incarnate Word Academy 
because I want what is best for my 
child and Incarnate Word Academy 
has the proven reputation of 
providing the best.”                              
                      - Current IWA parent

New Preschool & Primary MakerSpace 
coming in 2019!



The Academic Experience 
PREPARATORY



2018
Earned Governor’s 
Award for 

STEM
for 11th 
consecutive year. 

IWA Preparatory
5th Grade - 8th Grade

Mathematics 
 Includes Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry.  We have an 
advanced and regular math track. All students graduate from IWA with 
a full year of Algebra 1 which affords the opportunity for 
honors Algebra 1, 2, or Geometry in high school.

Language Arts
Requires rigorous analysis of increasingly complex texts, including 
informational texts.  The Accelerated Reader program also offer differentiat-
ed independent reading practice to build students’ comprehension so they 
can then engage in higher level academic tasks.

Develops an understanding and appreciation of various genres of 
literature; incorporate higher level vocabulary into spoken and written 
language; identify and use all stages of the writing process to create a 
multitude of writing pieces for a wide span of audiences.

Science
     Hands-on learning coupled with the Science Fair project teach theory, 

real world application of science concepts, research, teamwork and 
collaboration, problem solving, and time management. 

Social Science
 6th grade World Geography, followed by 7th grade World History and 
8th grade American History.  Develops note taking, analytical thinking, 
hands on activities, primary source exploration, and APA style writing 
culminating in a research paper in 8th grade pertaining to the end 
of the Civil War. 

2018
All eight students who 
advanced to the Ohio 
Academy of Science Ohio 
State Science Fair earned 
a Superior.  
Incarnate Word Academy 
won the Harold Shaw 
Outstanding School Award.

2018
Placed 1st Nationally in the 

                                       Catholic Math League.



The Academic Experience 
TECHNOLOGY



Expanded
Technology

Technology
Incarnate Word Academy ensures students are learning 21st century skills 
to enhance their education and prepare them for high school, 
college and beyond.

Available Technology
Technology lab with 
 Desktop computers
 Raspberry Pi’s
 3D printers
 Bamboo Drawing Tablets
iPad carts
Chromebook carts
CleverTouch boards in every classroom
SmartTable
New Digital Video Announcement System
Lego Robotics Club
Hummingbird Robotics/Coding Club

Skills Learned
Keyboarding
Coding
3D Modeling
Microsoft Office (PowerPoint, Word, Excel, Publisher)
Google Drive (Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms, Gmail, Google Classroom)
Digital Etiquette and Safety
Graphic Art

Lab

“When I first toured IWA, the thing 
that impressed me the most was 
the IWA ambassadors. These were 
young teens who looked you in 
the eye, shook your hand and 
exuded confidence. The maturity 
was amazing and memorable. ” 
                       - Current IWA parent

New Boxzy three-In-one 3D Printer, 
CNC Mill, and Laser Engraver plus 
Little Bits robotics!



BEYOND THE CLASSROOM



Beyond the Classroom
Incarnate Word Academy recognizes the importance of a well-rounded student.  
IWA students have opportunities to experience clubs and activities in Academ-
ics, Athletics, Arts, and Service.  38

extracurricular
activities and 
clubs

Incarnate Word 
Academy offers 
extended day care 
to its families.  
Students may be 
dropped off as early 
at 7am and picked up 
as late as 6pm.

Chess Club
Classroom of Champions
Coding Club
Etymology
Entrepreneur Club
Math Competition Teams
Latin 
Lego Club
Power of the Pen
Scripps Spelling
Spelling Teams
Student Council
Student Savers 
Super Kids

Academics
Art Show
Band
Bell Choir
Drama Club
Liturgical Music 
Morning Video Announcements
Orchestra

Arts

Bowling Club
Ski Club

CYO Sports:
   Basketball
   Baseball
   Cheerleading
   Cross Country
   Football
   Softball
   Track
   Volleyball

Athetics
Altar Servers
Ambassadors
Cub Scouts
Girl Scouts
S.A.D.D. 
       (Students Against Distracted Driving.)

Safety Patrol 
Sacristy Team
Warriors for Warriors

Service

Students can expect to receive a well-rounded education, taught in a 
Christ-centered environment, consisting primarily of reading, mathe-
matics, spelling, science, social studies, computers, health, foreign 
language, religion and citizenship.  The challenging curriculum engages 
students and develops each student to his or her fullest potential.



CLASS OF 2018



Class of 2018 
earned over 

$735,000
in high school 
scholarships

Class of 2018

Scholarships earned by the Class of 2018

Beaumont - Academic (4)
Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy - Academic (2)
CYO (2)
Holy Name High School – Academic (5)
Holy Name High School - Music
Magnificat - Academic
Padua Franciscan- Academic (9)
Padua Franciscan – Leadership (1)
Padua Franciscan – Music (1)
Padua St. Bonaventuer Leadership (2)
St. Edward High School - Academic (5)
St. Ignatius High School - Academic (4)
St. Ignatius High School - Endowment 
St. Joseph Academy - Academic (4)
St. Joseph Academy - Art (3)
St. Joseph Academy - Music (3)
Hawken School – Academic
Hathaway Brown – Academic
Laurel School – Academic
Walsh Jesuit –Pedro Arrupe  Academic 
Lake Ridge Academy (2)

“I am strong in Math, Science and 
English thanks to the early 
foundation from IWA teachers.  The 
values I acquired and practiced at 
IWA have helped me to establish 
myself as a person of integrity, 
discipline and ethics. “            
                                      - IWA alumna

“IWA gave me the academic 
and social foundation for 
high school.  I was able to 
hit the ground running and 
adapt quickly from the very 
first day of high school.” 
                       - IWA alumnus



PARENT PERKS



Parents are busy!  
Here are a few ways Incarnate Word Academy tries to make life a little easier for 
our parents.

Convenience
• Before Care starts at 7am
• Extended Day until 6pm

Communication
• Parent portal with info, announcements, calendar, account bal-

ance and payment options, grades, homework and more
• IWA Mobile App
• Website
• Email Blasts
• Thursday E-folder

Academic Updates
• Online access to grades and assignments
• Accelerated Reading Portal
• Conferences
• Teachers who keep you informed

News & Media
• IWA Insider (weekly e-newsletter)
• Shutterfly (share pictures with family)
• Social Media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Google + and Flickr

School Spirit
• On-site Spirit Shop
• Watch Me Grow T-shirts (Buy an IWA t-shirt with your child's 

graduating class year in the size you think your child will be in 
the 8th grade.  Take a picture of your child in the t-shirt at the 
beginning of each school year and watch them grow into it!

Parent Perks



We Love IWA!  What’s Next?
1.  Call 440.842.6818 to schedule a tour, attend

an open house or shadow day. Tours may also be
requested at www.IncarnateWordAcademy.org.

2. Apply to Incarnate Word Academy.
-   Applications accepted online only at

www.IncarnateWordAcademy.org under Admissions
-  Preschool, Kindergarten Prep and Kindergarten students will

need to be screened.

3. If application is accepted
-  You will receive an email with instructions to login to your

Praxi account.  Praxi is our school management software and
the site where you will pay bills, see announcements,
the  calendar, grades, schedules and more.

-  You will receive an email with a link to register online.  The
$175 non-refundable registration fee will be due with the
registration.

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE REGISTRATION: 
- Copy of Birth Certificate (all students) & copy of

Baptismal Certificate (if Catholic)
- Photo copy of Immunization information
- Entire photo copy of custody papers (if applicable)
- If your child has a current IEP or ISP – copies are required

4. Once registration is received
- Complete Enrollment Agreement in Praxi under Online Forms
- Send or bring in any required documents (see list below).
-  Tuition must be paid in full by June 1, 2019.

(Monthly payment documents with Unity Catholic
Federal Credit Union must be signed in May 2019.)

Transportation

*Berea
Brook Park 
Middleburg Hts. 

Bedford – Walton Hills 
 Brecksville 
Broadview Heights 
Brooklyn 
*Brunswick

Hinckley (Highland District - some) 
Note: As of  this printing, the availability
of Brunswick transportation
is undetermined.

Cleveland 
Columbia Station 

Fairview Park 
*Independence
Medina 
North Olmsted 
North Ridgeville 
*North Royalton
*Parma

Parma Heights 
Seven Hills 

Revere District
 Richfield 
Seville 
*Strongsville

*Bus Transportation provided by district
When a child is registered at IWA, the school sends the child’s information to the district.

Rolling Admissions



      2019 - 2020 Tuition
PRESCHOOL
5 Days, Full day
2019-2020 Tuition 
$5,200 until June 1, 2019
($5,300 after June 1, 2019)
• $175 non-refundable registration fee
• $500 deposit due May 1, 2019

Five Days,  Half-Day
2019-2020 Tuition 
$3,700 until June 1, 2019
($3,800 after June 1, 2019)
• $175 non-refundable registration fee
• $370 deposit due May 1, 2019

IWA PRIMARY
(K - 4)
2019-2020 Tuition*
$4,225 until June 1, 2019
($4,335 after June 1, 2019)
• $175 non-refundable registration fee
Financial Aid is available for 
qualifying K - 4 families**.

*Actual cost to educate an IWA stu-
dent for the 2018-2019 school year 
is $5,818.  For the 2018-2019 school 
year, each student receives a $1,798 
grant to attend IWA . 

 How do I apply for financial aid and scholarships?
Incarnate Word Academy uses the FACTS Grant & Aid Informa-
tion application to assist in determining each student’s finan-
cial need. You can access this form online. You must complete 
the application online. The application and all required docu-
ments must be submitted by March 31, 2019. Please make sure 
you complete the application for the 2019-20 school year. The 
online fee for the application is $30. Please be assured that all 
financial information is strictly confidential.

Does FACTS decide how much financial aid I will receive?
FACTS is a third party vendor who accumulates the informa-
tion provided on the applications and determines a student’s 
financial need.  The individual school, including Incarnate 
Word Academy, will make an award based upon that need and 
the financial resources available to the school.

My child is considering several schools. Do I need to fill out 
a FACTS application for each school?
No, if the other schools use a FACTS Grant & Aid application.  
Simply add the other schools to your FACTS application form. 
There will be an opportunity to add additional schools at the 
beginning of the online process, and also when you enter your 
child’s information. FACTS will ensure that information is avail-
able to all requested schools, who contract with FACTS.
Please be sure and check with the other schools as to what 
vendor they use for their financial aid assessment.

I have other children attending different high schools or 
elementary schools. Do I need to complete another FACTS 
application for them?
Incarnate Word Academy uses the same form for all of its stu-
dents, but each school sets its own deadline and requirements, 
and selects its own vendors.  You should follow up with the 
other schools for their deadlines and aid assessment vendor.

I completed an early FACTS application for my prospective fresh-
man using my 2017 returns as required by the high schools.  Do I 
need to complete another FACTS application?
No.  You are able to return to your original application and update it 
with your 2018 information.  Be sure to update your application, add 
Incarnate Word Academy as an additional school and send FACTS 
your supporting documentation via upload, fax, or mailing of docu-
ments. It is important to note that you will need to provide updated 
tax returns and supporting documentation to be considered for IWA 
financial aid.

This FACTS form asks for 2018 tax return information. Since then, 
I have lost my job. Will that be taken into consideration?
Yes. In addition to requesting 2018 tax return information, the form 
also requests estimates for 2019. There is a question that allows 
you to indicate any reduction in income and to provide additional 
information you feel is necessary in reviewing your application. In 
these circumstances, the Finance Office will contact you regarding 
your particular situation and will revise the student need calculation 
based upon current family income.  Please remember that it is the 
responsibility of the parents to notify the Finance Office of any signif-
icant changes in financial circumstances.

Is there a maximum income threshold to qualify for financial aid?
The FACTS application takes into consideration several factors, 
including income, certain assets, family size and number of children 
in tuition charging schools, so there is no set minimum or maximum 
income that can be shared that would apply to all.

IWA PREPARATORY
(Grade 5 - 8)
2019-2020 Tuition*
$4,225 until June 1, 2019
($4,335 after June 1, 2019)
• $175 non-refundable registration fee
 Financial Aid is available for qualifying 
5 - 8 families**.

**It is important to file a completed FACTS 
application as soon as it is available in 2019 
to be considered for financial aid and scholar-
ships for 2019-20.  All applications and required 
attachments must be received by FACTS no later 
than March 31, 2019 to be considered.

      Financial Aid/Scholarship FAQs

Incarnate Word Acacdemy financial 
aid distribution is one of the highest 
for elementary schools in the Diocese 
of Cleveland.



6620 Pearl Rd
Parma Heights, Ohio 44130

phone 440.842.6818

www.IncarnateWordAcademy.org

Inspired to Learn. Driven to Succeed.




